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in so many ways, was introduced just as the century
turned. As we have seen earlier in this section,
a Queen Anne set of casters was one large one for sugar
and two smaller for pepper; according to some, one
for white and the other for black. Probably many of
the odd casters and muffineers that find their way into
the show rooms were originally units in a set. We
have heard of one instance where the owner of a set
of casters offered a dealer the two peppers, but declined
to part with the big piece on sentimental grounds. It
was not until she was convinced that to divide them
was something more than folly, that she accepted an
offer which included a piece similar in shape and value
to her own caster.
The marking of muffineers should follow the rule
of all lidded pieces, a full set on the body, either at
the bottom or on the side and the lion passant and the
maker's own mark on the cover. Apart from the shapes
of which there is an infinite variety from which to choose,
the collector of muffineers finds pleasure in the perfora-
tions, for that part of the work has a peculiar charm,
and often displays the artistry of the craftsmen in no
small degree. There can be art in the disposition of
round holes in a domed surface, and when the cover
is of graceful outline and the perforations geometrical,
the combined result may be, and often is, a delightful
example of good work.
The manufacturers of Old Sheffield Plate were
successful in reproducing many of the shapes which
were popular in silver, and in addition to making
their muffineers with plain and decorated solid bodies,
they utilised piercing and even wire work, filling the
frame with a glass liner to match the salt cellars and